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Lello Tesema, MD, MSHPM
5216 Ventura Canyon Avenue  ( Sherman Oaks, CA 91401
Lello.tesema@gmail.com ( (215) 327-9564 

Interests and Strengths
· Physician leader with over a decade of results-driven experience working in resource-strained settings and designing public health interventions in structurally complex environments

· Building and sustaining cross-sector partnerships
· Advancing health equity 
WORK

California Healthcare Foundation (CHCF)
        12/23 – 9/2025
Fellow
· Competitively selected among 32 healthcare leaders in California to participate in the CHCF Health Care Leadership Program 
· Highly reputable and long-standing fellowship program among a network of strong and effective leaders who are focused on improving health care for all Californians.
Regional Medial Director, Clinic Services

2/24 - Present
Los Angeles County Department of Public Health, Los Angeles, CA

· Oversees public health centers in North County Los Angeles covering a population of 4.5 million residents
· Provide expert clinical care and technical assistance for Tuberculosis, Sexually Transmitted Infections, HIV prevention, and Refugee Health
· Lead county-wide Tuberculosis quality improvement and care expansion initiatives 
Unit Chief, Food Safety, Acute Communicable Disease Control

 9/21 – 2/24
Los Angeles County Department of Public Health, Los Angeles, CA

· Manage a team of epidemiologists and public health nurses to conduct disease surveillance, epidemiologic investigation, disease control and data analysis activities for Enteric and Waterborne Disease in the largest County in the United States. 
· Partner with state and federal agencies on multi-jurisdictional outbreaks, projects and initiatives
· Lead special projects including an academic partnership with Columbia University to launch an innovative platform to detect foodborne outbreaks via Social Media; community partnered project to survey third-party food delivery workers on food safety training in these state of California.
Outbreak Corrections Unit Chief, Incident Command System
             3/20 - Present
Los Angeles County Department of Public Health, Los Angeles, CA

· Spearheaded special populations unit to oversee COVID-19 surveillance and outbreak management at all correctional facilities, police stations and court facilities in LA County.
· Oversee a team epidemiologists and public health investigators to conduct disease surveillance, outbreak investigations, disease control and data analysis activities on COVID-19 and mpox.
· Public health leader and liason for local and state correctional facilities
· Launched COVID-19 vaccination strategic plan and roll-out for incarcerated persons and law enforcement staff in LA County totaling over 40,000 vaccinations.
· Routinely write reports for Board of Supervisors and memorandums on behalf of County Health Officer.
Associate Medical Director, Division of Substance Abuse Prevention & Control        3/19 – 9/21
Los Angeles County Department of Public Health, Los Angeles, CA

· Oversaw performance and outcomes of County-funded syringe exchange programs.

· Lead 2 large multi-stakeholder opioid prevention coalitions (Safe Med LA, HEART Collaborative) which brought together diverse county and community partners, oversaw progress of different strategic aims, produced annual reports for Board of Supervisors.
· Supported rapid expansion of naloxone distribution with a focus on marginalized populations including justice-involved, high-risk occupations and the unhoused.

· Lead large multi-media campaigns on opioid and methamphetamine awareness to ensure clinically sound and culturally resonant messaging and reach.
· Represent the interests of Public Health at county law enforcement and judicial committee meetings.
Director of Population Health, Correctional Health Services, 

    9/17 – 3/19
Los Angeles County Department of Health Services, Los Angeles, CA
· Oversaw the management of high-risk, chronically ill patients in the largest jail system in the U.S. 
· Developed innovative and award-winning clinical pathway for persons to be screened for substance use disorders 
· Developed clinical protocols of the management of chronic diseases.

· Oversaw quality improvement efforts in the management of substance use disorders and chronic disease.


Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, Clinical Scholar, Los Angeles, CA                       7/15 – 6/17
Cambridge Health Alliance, Internal Medicine Residency, Cambridge, MA 
      6/12–6/15


EDUCATION

University of California, Los Angeles Los Angeles, CA


8/15–8/16

M.S. Health Policy & Management

Mount Sinai School of Medicine New York, NY 

8/08–05/12

Medical Degree

Cornell University Ithaca, NY

8/00-6/04

Bachelor of Science, Economics, Religious Studies

​​​PUBLICATIONS
Tesema, L. Notes from the Field: Influenza A(H3N2) Outbreak Following a School Event — Los Angeles, California, March 2022. MMWR, 3/2022

Saadi, A. Tesema, L. Privatization of Immigration Detention Facilities. The Lancet, 6/2019.
Giftos JM, Tesema, L. When Less is More: Reforming the Criminal Justice Response to the Opioid Epidemic. ABA Judges Journal. Winter Issue, 2018. 
Tesema, L. et al. Training in Office Based Opioid Treatment with Buprenorphine in US Residency Programs: A National Survey of Residency Program Directors. Substance Abuse, 5/2018.
MEDIA
Quoted in Filter Magazine “Fiscal Crisis for Cities and States Threatens Harm Reduction Funding” May 14, 2020

Quoted in Med Page Today “COVID-19 Testing Lags in Prisons and Jails” May 8, 2020
Quoted in Los Angeles Times “Fighting meth-fueled ‘chemsex’ in the LGBTQ community, West Hollywood takes a stand” February 13, 2020
Quoted in Washington Post “Healthcare Revamped at LA County Jails” March 8, 2018
Op-Ed: “Deported veterans should not be denied the healthcare they’ve earned.” STAT news, December 19, 2017
Op-Ed: “States Unhealthy Bail Needs Reform: Guest Commentary” SGV Tribune, May 12, 2017 
RESEARCH PRESENTATIONS
Tesema, L. Juvenile Incarceration and Behavioral Health: A Longitudinal Analysis. Platform Presentation at Pediatric Academic Society. May 2017.
Tesema, L. Addiction Treatment and Criminal Justice Reform: Bridging Evidence to Policy and Practice. Presentation to California Society of Addiction Medicine. August 2016. 

Tesema, L. Abascal P, Castellon-Lopez Y, Castillo EG, Feller S, Greenberg J, Ijadi-Maghsoodi R, Jones L, Kaltman J, Kolhatkar G, Lewis Hunter A, Plaia M, Van Horn R, Wells KB, Community Translational Science Team.  Building a Public Health Model for Emotional Well-being.  Presentation to the Surgeon General, Vice Admiral Vivek Murthy, and the Office of the Surgeon General, Department of Health & Human Services. August 2016.
Tesema, L. Extent and Predictors of Training in Office-Based Treatment of Opioid Addiction in U.S. Residency Programs: A National Survey of Program Directors. Cambridge Health Alliance Research Day 4/2013, presented to Regional SGIM 3/2014, National SGIM 4/2014. Manuscript under review.

Tesema, L. An Audit Study of Access to Buprenorphine in Massachusetts. American Public Health Association National Conference.  11/2013.
SPECIAL PROJECTS
Rapid Engagement of Patients with Substance Use Disorders Through Expedited Triage (RESET) – PI of DHS-USC Clinical Science Translational Institute Grant    3/2018 – 3/2020
I am the Principal Investigator of a CTSI grant to evaluate the effectiveness of a novel triage-treatment pathway connecting inmates who present to the LA County Jail with SUD to withdrawal treatment and MAT.

Louisiana Medicaid Expansion and Justice-Involved Re-entry


8/16 – 5/17

I served as a lead policy consultant to the Louisiana Department of Health to develop housing for health plan for transitioning offenders from Louisiana state prisons. 

LECTURES AND TEACHING
Plenary Speaker, Boston University School of Public Health – Gave a plenary talk on criminal justice reform and public health, April 2018
Plenary Speaker, Physicians for a National Health Plan – Gave a plenary talk on criminal justice reform and the movement for a single payer health system, November 2017
Grand Rounds, UCLA-Harbor Family Medicine – Gave a grand rounds talk on population health among the justice-involved. October 2017.

Mass Incarceration and Health – Taught a session on mass incarceration and health to UCLA medical students. June 2017. 

Mass Incarceration and Health – Teach 2 sessions on mass incarceration and health and Community Based Participatory Research to UCLA medical students. June 2017. 

LEADERSHIP
Lancet Commission on Public Policy and Health

7/17 - present

Member of Lancet Commission representing public health issues on mass incarceration

Coalition to Reform Money Bail in California 

4/17 – 6/18
Member of 10 organization coalition to the reform money bail system in California. Wrote 2 OpEd pieces to support Senate Bill 10 and Assembly Bill 42. 
University of California Criminal Justice & Health Consortium

4/16 – present

I am a board member of a statewide academic consortium which aims to bridge academia, community and policy to reform criminal justice systems. 
Committee for Interns and Residents (CIR) Elected Delegate 
         9/2013 – 6/2015

Served as the official spokesperson of CIR at Cambridge Health Alliance and national representative

AWARDS
Resident of the Year – Awarded by House Staff. 2015

Woolhandler & Himmelstien Award for Research Excellence – For excellence in research-based advocacy. 

Johns Hopkins GIM Housestaff Research Award – Honorable Mention   10/2013

Recognizing meritorious achievement by house officers in the field of General Internal Medicine research.

Best Poster Presentation in Medical Education, Annual Research Day     4/2013 

Irwin Gelernt M.D. Award for Service to the Community                             

5/2012

Awarded to a graduate who demonstrated dedication to leadership, advocacy, and service to the community. 

New York Magazine Best Doctors 2012 Edition - Featured as one of 32 medical school graduate future leaders in medicine 
Certifications & Licensure 






Internal Medicine Board Certified, 2015

DEA Certification
DEA-X Waiver
Languages 






English 

Amharic

