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Appointments

Positions:

09/2023- Current       Assistant Professor, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI

08/2024- Current      Surgical Director, Michigan Surgical Health & Optimization Program

Education and Training

	Education

05/2015	MD, The Ohio State University College of Medicine, Columbus, OH


06/2011		BS, The Ohio State University, Columbus, OH
06/2020		Clinical Certificate, University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA 
Postdoctoral Training
06/2015-06/2017	Residency, General Surgery, University of Pittsburgh Medical Center, Pittsburgh, PA
7/2017-6/2023	Residency, Cardiothoracic Surgery, University of Pittsburgh Medical Center, Pittsburgh, PA
7/2018-6/2020	Postdoctoral Fellow and Clinical Research Certification, University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA
Grants
Research Support
NIH T32 Award 	 	
2018-2020
Postdoctoral Research Training in Biotherapy of Cancer
Targeting of Malignant Pleural Effusions with Oncolytic Vaccinia Virus Expressing cell membrane bound IL-2.

Honors and Awards
National
2013 			National Medical Association Scholar

2017 	American Association for the Study of Liver Diseases Emerging Liver Scholars

2019	Randall Family Big Idea Competition Finalist (Innovation Competition)-Developed a prototype device, which aimed to improve point of care diagnosis for intrapleural disease
 
2019-2022		Top 10% (Nationally) on the Thoracic Surgery In-Training Exam

2021	AATS Foundations:  Honoring Our Cleveland Clinic Mentors Leadership Program participant

2022-2023		AATS Foundation: Thoracic Surgical Robotics Fellowship Recipient

2024			STS Leadership Institute Inductee

Institutional

2011	OSU, Outstanding Senior Award-awarded to less than 1% of the graduating class

2011	OSU Denman Research Forum-1st place recipient in Biological Sciences

2011-2015		OSU College of Medicine Scholarship
2012	OSU Wexner Medical Center, Division of Cardiac and Thoracic Surgery Scholar

2012	OSU College of Medicine Research Medical Student Scholarship Award

2013 			Ohio State University College of Medicine Leadership Award 
                   
2013 			Gold Humanism Honor Society (GHHS) Inductee

2014			Ohio State University College Medicine Minch Scholarship Award 

2015 			Leonard Tow Humanism Award

2018			Ruth L. Kirschstein Institutional National Research Service Award

2020-2021		The Beckwith Institute COVID-19 Relief Grant Awardee



Editorial Boards / Journal & Abstract Reviews

Journal Reviewer

2022-Present 	Ad Hoc Reviewer, Journal of Clinical Medicine

2023-Present	Ad Hoc Reviewer, Journal of Thoracic Disease

2023-Present	Ad Hoc Reviewer, Cancers

2024-Present  Ad Hoc Reviewer, Clinical Lung Cancer

2024-Present Ad Hoc Reviewer, Annals of Thoracic Surgery

2024-Present Ad Hoc Reviewer, Journal of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery
Editorial Boards
2024-2026, Annals of Esophagus



Teaching Activity

Institutional

04/2018	Grand Rounds, Resident/Fellow Teaching-“Surgical Approach to Tracheal Disease”, University of Pittsburgh

06/2019	Grand Rounds, Resident/Fellow Teaching-“Posterior Mediastinal Mass”, University of Pittsburgh

04/2020	Grand Rounds, Resident/Fellow Teaching-“Tracheal Lesions”, University of Pittsburgh

10/2021	Grand Rounds, Resident/Fellow Teaching-“Malignant Pericardial Effusions, University of Pittsburgh

4/2023	Grand Rounds, Resident/Fellow Teaching-“Tracheal Tumors and Tracheal Resection, University of Pittsburgh

2/2024                     	Grand Rounds, The Surgeon’s Role in Thoracic Disease: Redefining the Beginning to the End             
2023-2024   	            Instructor for the Evidence Based Medicine Module Course, University  
 		            of Michigan Medical School:
Conducted case discussions for first-year medical students during their longitudinal evidence-based medicine course. Discussed application of medical literature to clinical practice.

2023-present 	Education Liaison for the Thoracic Surgery Service (STG), University of Michigan Medical School



Memberships in Professional Societies

2017-Present	Member, Society of Black Academic Surgeons (SBAS)

2023-Present  Member, Chest Wall Injury Society (CWIS)

2023-Present Member, Detroit Medical Society

2024-Present Member, Society of Thoracic Surgeons (STS)


Committee/Service

National
2024-2025 Society of Thoracic Surgeons, Workforce on Career Development and Task Force Members

Regional:
Executive Board Member, American Lung Association- Michigan (2024-)

Institutional

2018-2022	Department of Cardiothoracic Surgery, Education Committee, University of Pittsburgh Medical Center

2018-2023	Resident Representative, Department of Cardiothoracic Surgery, Thoracic Surgery Quality Committee, University of Pittsburgh Medical Center

2024-2025 	Clinical Competency Committee, University of Michigan Medicine 

Publications/Scholarship

[bookmark: _Hlk134454730]Peer-Reviewed
Journal Article

1. Ekeke C, Kilic A, Go M, Johnson R, Magorien R, Kilic A.  Implementation and    Challenges of Establishing a Multi-Disciplinary Emergency Heart and Vascular Emergency System. J J Emergen Med. 2016 Feb; 3(1):023

1. Pranav Murthy, Chigozirim N. Ekeke, Kira L. Russell, Samuel C. Butler, YueWang, James D. Luketich, Adam C. Soloff, Rajeev Dhupar & Michael T. Lotze (2019): Making cold malignant pleural effusions hot: driving novel immunotherapies, OncoImmunology. DOI: 10.1080/2162402X.2018.1554969

1. Lutfi, Waseem, J. Schuchert, Matthew, Dhupar, Rajeev, Ekeke, Chigozirim, A. Christie, Neil, D. Luketich, James, T. Okusanya, Olugbenga. (2019). Node Positive Segmentectomy for Non-Small Cell Lung Cancer: Risk Factors and Outcomes. Clinical Lung Cancer. 10.1016/j.cllc.2019.03.006. Clinical Lung Cancer, Volume 0, Issue 0

1. Lutfi W, Martinez-Meehan D, Dhupar R, Ekeke C, Baker N, Luketich, Okusanya O. Higher lymph node harvest in patients with a pathologic complete response after neoadjuvant therapy for esophageal cancer is associated with improved survival. J Surg Oncol. 2020;121(4):654‐661. doi:10.1002/jso.25846

1. Ekeke CN, Luketich JD, Sarkaria IS. Robotic-assisted minimally invasive esophagectomy. Annals of Esophagus. 2020.

1. Ekeke CN, Mitchell C, Schuchert M, Dhupar R, Luketich JD, Okusanya OT. Early Distant Recurrence in Patients With Resected Stage I Lung Cancer: A Case Series of "Blast Metastasis". Clin Lung Cancer. 2021 Jan;22(1):e132-e135. doi: 10.1016/j.cllc.2020.09.002. 

1. Ekeke CN, Russell KL, Murthy P, Guo ZS, Soloff AC, Weber D, Pan W, Lotze MT, Dhupar R. Intrapleural IL-2 Expressing Oncolytic Virotherapy Enhances Acute Antitumor Effects and T Cell Receptor Diversity in Malignant Pleural Disease. The Journal of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery. 2020. doi: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jtcvs.2020.11.160.

1. Joubert KD, Okusanya OT, Mazur S, Ryan JP, Ekeke CN, Schuchert MJ, Soloff AC, Dhupar R. Prognostic Difference of Pleural versus Distant Metastasis after Surgery for Lung Cancer. Journal of Clinical Medicine. 2021; 10(21):4846. https://doi.org/10.3390/jcm10214846.

1. Ekeke, CN., Vercauteren, M., Istvaniczdravkovic, S., Semaan, R., & Dhupar, R. (2021). Lung Nodule Evaluation Using Robotic-Assisted Bronchoscopy at a Veteran's Affairs Hospital. Journal of Clinical medicine, 10(16), 3671. https://doi.org/10.3390/jcm10163671

1. Ekeke CN, Kuiper GM, Luketich JD, Ruppert KM, Copelli SJ, Baker N, Levy RM, Awais O, Christie NA, Dhupar R, Pennathur A, Sarkaria IS. Comparison of Robotic Assisted Minimally Invasive Esophagectomy vs. Minimally Invasive Esophagectomy: A Propensity Matched Study from a Single High-Volume Institution. The Journal of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery. 2022. 

1. Chang MK, Iniguez S, Odell D, Ekeke CN. A rare presentation of gastric outlet obstruction following a robotic-assisted Nissen fundoplication: a case report. Ann Esophagus 2024.

1.  Suzuki Y, Sarkaria IS, Ekeke C, Baker N, Dhupar R, Levesque RL, Levy RM, Total Robotic Resection for Superior Sulcus Tumors: Technical Description and Case Series, Annals of Thoracic Surgery Short Reports (2025), doi: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.atssr.2024.12.007.

Other Peer-Reviewed


1. Ekeke C, Daniels C, Raman S, Hitchcock C, Katz S, Crestanello J. Annuloaortic ectasia in a patient with congenital absence of the left pericardium. Ann Thorac Surg. 2013 Dec; 96(6):2243-5.

1. Ekeke C, Noble S, Crestanello. Myocardial Bridging over the LAD: Myotomy, Bypass, or Both? J Thorac Cardiovasc Surg 2015 Apr;149 (4): e57-8

2. Ekeke C, Noble S, Merritt, R. Management of an Intrapleural Foreign Body and Empyema with Video-Assisted Thoracoscopy. J Thorac Dis. 2016; 8(8):2241-2243.

3. Chan E, Chan PG, Ekeke C, Bittar H, Strollo D, Luketich J, Dhupar R. Surgical Management of Primary Pulmonary Mucoepidermoid Carcinoma of the Proximal Left Mainstem Bronchus. Int J Surg Case Reports. August 2019:1-4. doi: 10.31487/j.ijscr.2019.02.05

4. Ekeke CN, Chan EG, Luketich JD, Dhupar R. Delayed Chylothorax during Treatment of Follicular Lymphoma with a Malignant Pleural Effusion. Case Reports in Surgery. 2020; 2020:2893942. doi: 10.1155/2020/2893942.

5. Ekeke CN, Baker N, Luketich J, Levy R. Minimally invasive esophagectomy for a large malignant schwannoma of the esophagus: a case report and review of the literature. Annals of Esophaghus.2020.

6. Ekeke CN, Russell KL, Joubert K, Bartlett DL, Luketich JD, Soloff AC, Guo ZS, Lotze MT, Dhupar R. Fighting Fire With Fire: Oncolytic Virotherapy for Thoracic Malignancies. Ann Surg Oncol. 2021 May;28(5):2715-2727. doi: 10.1245/s10434-020-09477-4.

7. Ekeke CN, Coyan Gn. Medical Product Innovation: A Primer for Early Career Cardiothoracic Surgeons. Seminars in thoracic and cardiovascular surgery. 2022. S1043-0679(22)00134-4.

8. Levesque RL, Alicuben ET, Ekeke C, Luketich JD, Sarkaria IS. Use of gastropexy for paraesophageal hernias—a narrative review. Video-Assisted Thoracic Surgery. 2022;7.

    Books

1. Ekeke C.N., Baker N., Vercauteren M.S., Sarkaria I.S. (2021) Mediastinal Lymph Node Dissection and Approach to the Fissures. In: Gharagozloo F., Patel V.R., Giulianotti P.C., Poston R., Gruessner R., Meyer M. (eds) Robotic Surgery. Springer, Cham.

     Chapters

1. Ekeke CN, Vercauteren M, Baker N, Sarkaria I. Surgical Techniques for Robotically-Assisted Laparoscopic Paraesophageal Hernia Repair. Thorac Surg Clin. 2019;29(4):369‐377. doi:10.1016/j.thorsurg.2019.06.001

2. Ekeke CN, et al. Recommendations for Surveillance and Management of Recurrent Esophageal Cancer Following Endoscopic Therapies. Surg Clin N Am 101 (2021);415-426. 

Non-Peer Reviewed

1. Coyan GN, Ekeke CN, Chu D. Benefits of Incentive Spirometry: Still More Work to Do. JAMA Surg. July 2019. doi:10.1001/jamasurg.2019.0538

2. Chan EG, Ekeke CN, Luketich JD. Commentary: Surgical risk assessment in 2020: Is a handshake and a walking test really the best we've got? J Thorac Cardiovasc Surg. 2021 Mar;161(3):834-835. doi: 10.1016/j.jtcvs.2020.11.040.

Abstract/Posters

1. C. Ekeke, C. Hughes, A. Humar, A. Tsung, S. Ganesh, V. Rachakonda, A.D. Tevar. Pathology and Outcomes of Incidental Hepatocellular Carcinoma following Liver Transplantation. 12th Annual Surgical Congress in Las Vegas, Nevada. 2017  

2. Ekeke, Chigozirim. Making Cold Malignant Pleural Effusions Hot: Development of a Murine Model of MPE. Department of Cardiothoracic Surgery, Minimally Invasive Esophagectomy Course. 2018

3. Ekeke, Chigozirim. Mini-Symposium: Malignant Pleural Effusions. McGowan Workshop Lecture- Oral Presentation. 2019

4. Ekeke, Chigozirim. Combating Malignant Pleural Disease with Localized Immunotherapies. McGowan Scientific Retreat- Oral Presentation 2019

5. Ekeke, Chigozirim. Combating Maligant Pleural Effusion with Immunotherapies. Translation Research Cancer Center Consortium – Oral Presentation. 2019-First place award recipient

6. Ekeke, Chigozirim. Current and Future Therapies for Malignant Pleural Effusions. Department of Surgery, Division of Surgical Oncology Retreat- Basic Science Consortium – Oral Presentation. 2019

7. [bookmark: _Hlk137674187]Ekeke C et al. A Hybrid Approach for the Management of Traumatic Esophageal Perforation and Thoracic Duct Transection in a Critically Ill Patient. AATS Poster presentation. 2019

8. Ekeke C et al. Prospective Assessment of Post-Operative Dysphagia and Aspiration Risk after Esophagectomy. AATS Poster Presentation.2019

9. Ekeke, Chigozirim . Post IL-2: Targeting Pleural Carcinomatosis and Malignant Pleural Effusions with Oncolytic Vaccinia Virus Expressing Cell Surface IL-2. Department of Cardiothoracic Surgery Bahnson Research Symposium- Oral/Poster Presentation. 2019-- First place award recipient

10. Ekeke, C et al. Between Push and Shove: Driving Effective Immunity in Malignant Pleural Disease. Department of Surgery Research Day Symposium-Poster Presentation. 2019 

11. Ekeke, Chigozirim. CD8-Mediated Tumor Regression in Pleural Carcinomatosis following Local Immunotherapy. UPMC Hillman Cancer Center 31st Annual Scientific Retreat. Oral Presentation.2019- 2nd place award recipient. 

12. Ekeke CN, Russell KL, Murthy P, Guo ZS, Soloff AC, Weber D, Pan W, Lotze MT, Dhupar R. Intrapleural IL-2 Expressing Oncolytic Virotherapy is Superior to Systemic Delivery in a Murine Model of Malignant Pleural Disease. AATS Oral Presentation.2020

13. C.N. Ekeke, Kuiper G, J. Luketich, K. Ruppert, Ruppert K, S. Copelli, N. Baker, R. Levy, O. Awais, N. Christie, R. Dhupar, A. Pennathur, I. Sarkaria. Comparison of Robotic Assisted Minimally Invasive Esophagectomy vs. Minimally Invasive Esophagectomy: A Propensity Matched Study from a Single High-Volume Institution. Western Thoracic Surgical Association 2022 and ISDE 2022. 

14. Ekeke, Chigozirim, et al. Comparison of Robotic Assisted Minimally Invasive Esophagectomy vs. Minimally Invasive Esophagectomy: A Propensity Matched Study from a Single High-Volume Institution.  Presented at the Western Thoracic Surgical Association Conference in Hawaii. June 2022

15. Ekeke CN, Mitchell C, Okusanya O, Mazur S, Ruppert K, Dhupar R, Luketich J, Schuchert M. BLAST Metastasis II: A Propensity-matched Analysis of Distant Metastatic Recurrence in Patients with Operable Stage I NSCLC. STS 2023. Abstract Presented. 

16. Suzuki Y, Baker N, Ekeke C, Dhupar R, Levesque R, Levy RM, Sarkaria IS. Total Robotic Resection of Superior Sulcus (Pancoast) Tumors: First Description and Case Series. Oral Video Presentation at the Southern Thoracic Surgical Association, Austin, Texas, November 7-10, 2024.
17. 
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