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J. Bruce Robertson, M.D.
Biography and Curriculum Vitae
711 W. Main St.  Bozeman, MT 59718
Office: 406-551-2306  Mobile: 406-570-9655

J. Bruce Robertson, M.D. was the senior urologist at Bozeman Health Urological Associates, a position he occupied for many years. Following his training in urology, Dr. Robertson came to Bozeman and joined Dr. Robert Towers in private practice.  From 1994 to 2017, he also served in a number of leadership and management roles within the Bozeman Deaconess Health Services organization (now Bozeman Health). Prior to his medical career, Dr. Robertson also had significant business and managerial experience including management of an insurance agency that represented multiple lines of insurance and the creation of a “Records Storage Company” in the 1980’s. 

Governance/Management/Board of Directors Experience

Bozeman Deaconess Health Group
Chairman
April 2009 – August 2012
Part time, 0.3 FTE
Pivotal role in establishing the first multi-specialty group practice under Bozeman Deaconess Hospital.  Designed and implemented governance rules, bylaws and procedures.  Oversaw governance aspects of the Health Group.  Five direct reports.   See also below.
Supervisor: John Nordwick, CEO
Salary: $0.00

Bozeman Deaconess Cancer Committee
Chairman
January 2007 – December 2010
Part time, 0.2 FTE
Established the first computerized cancer registry serving Bozeman Deaconess Hospital.  Directed a two-year process to obtain certification from the American College of Surgeons as a community cancer program.  Oversaw cancer center operations to assure compliance with ACOS requirements.  Implemented quality assurance/guideline programs and negotiated participation in the University of Washington cancer program with access to national clinical trials.  See also below.
Supervisor: N/A
Salary: $0.00

Bozeman Deaconess Department of Surgery
Medical Director
July 2003 – June 2006
Part time, 0.3 FTE
Direct responsibility for managing and optimizing surgical services at Bozeman Deaconess Hospital consistent with medical staff, JCAH and other regulatory/compliance requirements. Dr. Robertson also managed NSQIP and other QI initiatives within the department.
Supervisor: Elizabeth Lewis, COO
Salary: $0.00


Bozeman Deaconess Hospital
Medical Staff Secretary
July 2000 – June 2002
Part time, no FTE
Participated in medical staff activities including bylaws/rules revisions, approval of staff privileges, dispute resolution.  Responsible for reviewing and editing meeting minutes and agendas.
Supervisor: Chief of Medical Staff
Salary: $0.00

Bozeman Deaconess Hospital
Vice Chief of Staff
July 2002 – June 2004
Part time, no FTE
Assisted Chief of Staff in all operations of the Medical Staff Committee.  Performed duties of the Chief of Staff in his/her absence.  Participated in bylaws/rules and regulations review/revision.  Reviewed and selected cases for morbidity and mortality conferences.  Performed peer review.
Supervisor: Chief of Medical Staff
Salary: $0.00

Headwaters Academy
Trustee
June 2001 – May 2007
Part time, no FTE
Served as member of the Board of Directors for Headwaters Academy, a small, nonprofit, private school providing quality elementary and intermediate education.  Oversaw all school operations and budget, staff hiring and fund-raising activities.
Supervisor: Ted McWilliams, Headmaster
Salary: $0.00

Bozeman Deaconess Foundation
Board of Directors
July 2000 – June 2001
Part time, no FTE
Participated in community outreach and fundraising to benefit Bozeman Deaconess Hospital.
Supervisor: N/A
Salary: $0.00

Montana Medical Association
Executive Committee/Board of Trustees
March 1996 – Present
Part time, no FTE
Represent Big Sky Urology Society as a component medical society of the MMA.
Supervisor: N/A
Salary: $0.00

President
March 2005 – February 2007
Variable time, no FTE
Only person in Montana history to be elected to two consecutive terms as MMA President.  Managed all aspects of MMA operations including budget, membership, outreach, education, legislative activities, member benefits, etc.  Facilitated development of MMA website.  Represented MMA and Montana physicians at the 2005 and 2007 Montana legislature.  Personally created the MMA Health Care Plan and Trust, a nonprofit health insurance company serving Montana health care providers.  See also below.
Supervisor: N/A
Salary: $12,000.00

Big Sky Urology Society
President
January 1996 – December 2005
Variable time, no FTE
Established the first Montana state-wide urology society.  Arranged annual conferences.  Served as representative to the MMA.  Managed budget and financial resources.  Collected Montana data on prostate cancer incidence and treatment for NCCN guidelines.
Supervisor: N/A
Salary: $0.00

American Urological Association National Legislative Committee
Vice Chairman
September 2010 – 2014
Part time, no FTE
Developed legislative priorities for the American Urological Association.  Testified in Washington, DC and in Congress.  Lobbied Senators and Representatives to improve urologic care and access thereto.  Assisted in writing bills to further prostate cancer research and require the DOD to improve urologic care for battlefield injuries.
Supervisor: David Penson, MD
Salary: $0.00

Bozeman Health Medical Group
Director, Division of Surgery
July 2015 – June 2017
Part time, 0.25 FTE
Supervised surgery department operations.  Participated in budget process and major equipment purchase decisions.  Implemented and monitored National Surgical Quality Improvement (NSQIP) programs.  Mediated personnel disputes.  Two direct reports.
Supervisor: Elizabeth Lewis, COO
Salary: $50,000.00

Professional Experience

Partner and Manager							
Bozeman Urological Associates, PC
July 1994 – June 2017
Full time, 1.5 FTE
BUA was founded by Dr. Robert J. Towers in 1972 to provide urologic services in southwest Montana.  Dr. Robertson joined the practice in 1994 as a general urologist.  Early on he assumed much of the management and operational responsibilities for the corporation and was successful in expanding outreach to provide urologic care in Dillon, Livingston, Ennis, Townsend and Butte.  BUA joined the Bozeman Deaconess Health Group in October, 2007 and became Bozeman Deaconess Urological Associates (now Bozeman Health Urology).  Dr. Robertson was the senior partner from 2002 to 2017.


Sabbatical							 
July 2017 – January 2018
During these six months, Dr. Robertson enjoyed international travel with his family and participated in professional development activities including completion of course work leading to the Certified Physician Executive designation from the American Association for Physician leadership.

Locum Tenens						
January 2018 – August 2019
Part time, 0.5 FTE
Dr. Robertson provided locum tenens urology and consulting services to Centra Medical Group, Southside Community Hospital in Farmville, Virginia.
Supervisor: N/A
Salary: $60,000.00

Gallatin Urology and Aviation Medicine				
July 2019 – Present
Full time, 1.0 FTE
Dr. Robertson has closed his solo urology practice and now works full time as an Aviation Medical Examiner in Bozeman, Montana.  He is a Senior Aviation Medical Examiner and a HIMS AME and provides aviation medical services for pilots in Montana.  He has performed over 500 medical examinations for all classes of pilots and ATC’s.  As a HIMS AME he has extensive experience with disease protocols, medications and dealing with complex medical issues, substance use and abuse and pilots with mental health issues.  As noted elsewhere, during his service on the Montana BOME, he has gained extensive experience dealing with professionals in safety-sensitive roles with similar problems.  As a pilot himself, he is well aware of the safety risks posed by various medical conditions.  Dr. Robertson has worked closely with staff in the FAA Northwest Regional Office as well as in Oklahoma City to assist pilots seeking special issuance medical certification.  He regularly participates in AME training seminars FAA Grand Rounds, etc.

Director, Division of Surgery						
Bozeman Health Medical Group
July 2015 – June 2017
Part time, 0.3 FTE
The Division Director leads, manages and directs BHMG surgery providers and the provision of surgical services.  Responsibilities include implementation of guidelines/protocols and evidence-based practice, development and supervision of safety/QI initiatives, managing provider compliance and performance, overseeing outpatient clinic operations, annual budget development, accreditation preparedness, etc.
Supervisor: Elizabeth Lewis, COO
Salary: $0.00



Bozeman Deaconess Health Group						
Chairman
April 2009 – August 2012
Part time, 0.5 FTE
BDHG was formed in 2005 without any corporate or governance structure.  Dr. Robertson and BUA joined BDHG in October, 2007.  In 2008 Dr. Robertson co-led a working group culminating in organizing BDHG as a division of Bozeman Deaconess Health Services and establishing a governance and operational structure.  Dr. Robertson then assumed the position of Chairman with responsibilities for governance and operations.
Supervisor: John Nordwick, CEO
Salary: $0.00

Chairman and Chief Executive Officer					
Health Professions of Montana Plan and Trust (HPMPT)
May 2007 – Present
Part time, no FTE
The HPMPT is a self-funded insurance company whose mission is to provide health care insurance in Montana for doctors by doctors.  Dr. Robertson founded the Trust during his two terms as President of the MMA.  The Trust is a single ERISA plan organized as a multiple employer welfare association under Montana and Federal law.  The Trust currently insures more than 2,000 physician and employee lives in Montana with an annual revenue of approximately $25,000,000.  In 2023, the trust was rebranded as the Health Professions of Montana Plan and Trust in order to expand services to health care providers other than physicians.
Supervisor: N/A
Salary: $24,000.00


Clinical Assistant Professor							
University of Washington WWAMI Program
June 1996 – Present
Part time, no FTE
The WWAMI program is administered through the University of Washington Medical School.  Its purpose is to increase access to medical education for qualified students in Wyoming, Alaska, Montana and Idaho.  WWAMI students complete the first 2 years of their medical education at Montana State University in Bozeman in conjunction with Bozeman Health and the remainder in Seattle at UW.  Dr. Robertson teaches Gross Anatomy and Physical Diagnosis and facilitates clinical preceptorships in urology for interested students.
Supervisor: Cassie Cusick, PhD
Salary: $50.00/hour


Medical Director								
Bozeman Deaconess Cancer Registry
May 1997 – December 2010
The Cancer Registry is a large database collecting data on diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for all cancer cases diagnosed and treated in Bozeman or referred for treatment or follow-up.  In 1996 there was no effective registry within Bozeman Deaconess Health Services. Dr. Robertson helped establish the Registry, secured an electronic platform and appropriate software, helped train tumor registrars and assured compliance with the Registry Operations and Data Standards of the American College of Surgeons Commission on Cancer.  In 2007, under his direction, the Registry was functioning at a high level and regularly reported accurate data to the Montana Central Tumor Registry, SEER and the National Cancer Data Bank.  As a result, in 2009 Bozeman Deaconess Cancer Center, under Dr. Robertson’s leadership as Chair of the Cancer Committee, received Certification with Commendation as a Community Cancer Center from the Commission on Cancer.
Supervisor: John Nordwick, CEO
Salary: $0.00

State of Montana
Member Montana State Board of Medical Examiners			
January 2020 – January 2025
Appointed by Governor Steve Bullock.  Served on the Screening Panel of the BOME.  Responsibilities included review of and decision on complaints against physicians, PA’s and EMS personnel.  Dr. Robertson also served on behalf of the BOME, as supervisor of the state professional assistance program (the Montana Recovery Program) that provides evaluation, treatment, rehabilitation and monitoring services to physicians, dentists, nurses and pharmacists with substance abuse, mental health or physical problems preventing them from practicing in a safe and competent manner.  As a result, Dr. Robertson has extensive experience in evaluating, treating and monitoring professionals in safety-sensitive positions with substance use disorders and mental health issues.
Supervisor: James Guyer, BOME President
Salary: $0.00

Vice President MT State Board of Medical Examiners			
November 2023 - January 2025
Same as above and assisted BOME President in performance of his duties.
Supervisor: James Guyer, MD
Salary: $0.00

Robertson Insurance Agency    
April 1977 – June 1984
Records Storage and Management, Inc.   
August 1980 – June 1984   
Co-Owner and Managing Partner of insurance agency offering multiple lines of insurance and the creation of a new company “Records Storage and Management, Inc.”  Executive responsibilities included operations, AR, cash flow, strategic and tactical management for both businesses and continued until entering medical school.
Supervisor: N/A
Salary: variable based on production	   


Education

Vanderbilt University Hospitals						
July 1988 – June 1994
Urology Specialty Training Program
Joseph A. Smith, Chairman

University of Texas Health Sciences Center at Dallas, Southwestern Medical School	
July 1984 – June 1988
Doctor of Medicine
Brian T. Williams, Dean

University of Texas at Arlington						
September 1986 – June 1988
Pre-Med studies, Dean’s List all semesters

University of Houston							
August 1972 – January 1977
Bachelor of Arts in Music and German Literature

American Association for Physician Leadership				
March 2015 - Present
Certified Physician Executive

MMA Physician Leadership Effectiveness Program			
September 2013 – September 2014
Graduate

Federal Aviation Administration						
July 2019 – Present
Aviation Medical Examiner/HIMS AME training







Licensure and Board Certification

Diplomate, National Board of Medical Examiners 
Diplomate, American Board of Urology
Montana license #7537
Virginia License #0101263960
AME #000006037
Certified Physician Executive #00834


Professional Affiliations

American Association for Physician Leadership
American Urological Association
Fellow, American College of Surgeons
Societe Internationale d’Urologie
American Association of Clinical Urologists
Western Section, American Urological Association
Vanderbilt Urology Society
Society for Urologic Oncology
American Foundation for Urologic Disease
Montana Medical Association
Big Sky Urology Society
American Medical Association
Montana Medicare Carrier Advisory Committee
Montana Governor’s Council on Tobacco Use Prevention
National Carrier Advisory Workgroup of the AUA


Publications

Increased PLC-Gamma Activity in Human Renal Cell Carcinoma and Small Cell Carcinoma Correlates with Elevated EGF Receptor Levels.
American Association for Cancer Research, May, 1992

Suboptimal Treatment Results with the Therasonics Lithotriptor
J.Urol.;152:317, 1994

Unusual Presentation of an Adrenal Carcinoid Tumor
Abstract; December, 1992

Smooth Muscle Myosin Heavy Chains are Developmentally Regulated in the Rabbit Bladder
J.Urol.;164:1376-1380


Understanding Prostate Cancer
Local publication, 2010
2nd edition, 2019

Prostate Brachytherapy
Local publication, 2010
2nd edition 2018


